How the Green-Lining of the Pandemic is
Increasing Interest in Horticulture
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Anticipated Outcomes From This Program

Learn about Seed Your Future

Learn about the GCA partnership
with Seed Your Future

Learn about the research on
awareness of horticulture in the
Uus

Understand the “green-lining” to
the global health challenge.

Learn 15 youth engagement
ideas for your club

Jump on board the
#NatureNeverCloses and
#YearOfPlantPower movements

Get access to free resources
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EVERYONE UNDERSTANDS AND

VALUES THE IMPORTANCE OF
PLANTS ...




PLANT-
BLINDNESS

PLANT-APATHY




PLANT-BLINDNESS



Impact












... AND
THE PEOPLE WHO WORK IN THE
ART, SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY
AND BUSINESS OF
HORTICULTURE.




WHERE PARENTS AND

EDUCATORS ENCOURAGE
HORTICULTURE AS A
CAREER AND NOT SHY
AWAY FROM IT.




WHERE HORTICULTURE IS VIEWED AS A
VITAL, VIABLE, AND DIVERSE
CAREER PATH.







Green-Lining?



Seed Your Future

Our Mission:

Promote horticulture and

Inspire people to pursue
careers working with
plants.




Thanks to the following organizations for providing footage used in this video:
Bowles Farming Company, Inc., for tomato harvest drone footage;

Hort Americas, LLC, for Purdue University LED research footage; and
Skyris Imaging for hops drone footage.

“Light And Day/Reach For The Sun”
Performed by The Polyphonic Spree
Under license from The Bicycle Music Company



Who Is Seed Your Future?



Foundation of Research

Phase 1 — Internal to the industry
— Industry challenges

— What they tell people

Phase 2 — General Public (adults)
— Awareness of horticulture

— Attitudes about horticulture
careers

Phase 3 — Middle schoolers, their
parents, their teachers, their school
guidance counselors

— Survey
— Focus Groups
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RECRUITING TALENT IS THE #1 ISSUE FOR EMPLOYERS



MAJORITY DON'T KNOW OR
UNDERSTAND HORTICULTURE



STEREOTYPES



Phase 3

Focus Groups
7t and 8™ graders
Parents
Teachers
School Counselors

Testing
Words
Phrases
Imagery
Etc.
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Career Attributes

Focus Groups

— Do something they are
passionate about or really
enjoy

— Be creative and see the
impact of their work

— Do something that makes
a positive impact on the
world
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TEACHERS



PARENTS







COUNSELORS



Campaign Imperatives

Use words that resonate

Use messages that
describe how horticulture
can impact or affect change

Stress diversity of jobs
Highlight job availability
Tell the story with the right
Imagery and spokespeople
Give tools to teachers and
youth program leaders to

help them incorporate into
existing curriculum.
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Digital

Student
Magazine




Career

Profiles




Videos YouTube - WeAreBLOOM









Career Exploration Tool









Where to Study



Where to Study



Scholarships and Internships



Horticulture Camps



Career Videos



Horticulture Heroes
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COVID-19 inspires global surge of
interest in home farming

In the pandemic age, gardening blooms in the Berkshires

Gardens Have Pulled America Out of
Some of Its Darkest Times. We Need

Another Revival. Everything To Know About
Starting Your COVID-19
Victory Garden

“We've just been slammed, and the pace is unrelenting. Our business went up 120%

these past two to three months,” Hough said.

Blooming business for local greenhouses
during pandemic

The strongest sales are in vegetable plants, “and not just vegetables but fruit trees,

berries ... anything edible,”
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Green-Lining?



























What Can Your
Club Do?
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484.798.5934
syoder@SeedYourFuture.org

Seed Your Future

@SeedYourFuture

@SeedYourFuture
@WeAreBLOOM

@SeedYourFuture
@WeAreBLOOM



